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ABDUL BAHA ABBAS, K.B.E,
Oct., 12, 1921, in Haifa, Palestine.

TRANSLATION.

T hese Hidden Words and Concealed
FPearls (of Wisdom:) were revealed
through the pen of His Holiness
Baha’ Ullah in Bagdad in the year 1274
of the Hegira.’ (A.D. 1857-8.)
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PREFACE

—_—

The transiation into English of the
Arabic and Persian » Hiddes Words>
11 this Edition has been carried out by
Mrs. [. Stannard. The Persiay section
was commenced while on a three wionths'
visit to the Holy Family in Haifa,

alestine, during the summer of 1919,
and was with the Arabic section, com-
pleted in Cairo, during 1920-21. In the
wWork of examination of the translations
and scrutiny of the ori gwnal texts,
special acknowled gements are due 1o
Judge Abdul Galeel Saad, who with
Moh. Taki Esphahani, and others of
the Spiritual Assembly, in Cairo, gave
the Iranslator every assistance for
achieving greater accuracy in inter-
pretation. During the work of col
laboration it became evident that certain
rootnotes and explanatory comments
were indispensable for elucidating some
of the intricate symbolic terms and
phrases.

The oriental texts incorporated in
this edition are exact reproductions of
original "Zain” scripts held by the Cairo

iR RdRRRpRmigg

DR RRRRRGR RRRRARRRPRDRE PRRRRRRPRPRDDRDRRRRRRDDDDRRRRRR



bhthtirhids
§ 2 mmwmmmmm&wmw&mwmwmw% 3 NS SO
2 bahat Assembly and this translation g § 3 g
g hias been examined and passed as cor- g: ) B I d d e” w or d s 3
g rect Z?y competent members of this E y g
B Board S 5 (From the Hrabic.) g
B On conclusion of th ] g g
g viclusion of the Cairo work the & H - g
o translator again journeyed to Haifa in % g N EL-BAHIO-EL-ABHM g
& order to show final proofs to Abdul g T g I{e 85 D Glo;"y of g
g Ba{m_ afzzl subf.zzit these to further & 3 ppall seirk it %
:Eg zv-z’fz_fzazz'zo_ﬂ. T hus e:r{zmz'natz'on was car- %’ E Thi =
% rvied out from a Script held by Mirza g ¥ th ll,lls is that which was revealed g
5 Moneer. If any uncertainty arose as to & g Mroug - o e e i 3
E correct witerpretations appeal was made g: E { lghtﬂf pgn . T past; &
g to the Master, and a few valuable ex- E’; z Immw eh A h : ¢
5 posilions were thus obtained. He then € ] loth Lo Ewotats essence and g
g at the tramslator’s request, graciously g E (f:Ot eld 'f, with the garment of brevity
2 consented to pen the lines, of which a § B t}:e o e R O
g facsimile is printed on page three. & g percli:p ol e Sy ey g
g it &1 a2 £ 1n themselves the Covenant of God; &
£ I'he lustoric data of these inspired g g and deliver that trust which He hath &
g writings are now established for all time. g g committed to them ; whereby they may &
& Soon after the above lines were pre- § g be found winners of the jewels of vir- g
%}? pared for press we have had to mourn g: E tue in the realm of Spirit. g
g !/Z.c[ lransition of the beloved Maste.r, e &= £ 1. O SON OF SPIRIT. g
g and Ba/zqzs all over the world will g 2 The first of C T 13 : =
8 rejoice with us at this unique enhan- 2 8 STsye b W e §
= n L2 S0 g
§ i van e g g ¥ sess a good, pure and shining (enhgh- &
B . g z tened) heart that thou mayest possess &
g g £ an everlasting, ancient and eternal g
E 2 g Kingdom, E
E : — g
g g g t * ?r “Gaberout”. (of Sublimity). This g
_ - g . erm frequently used implies might, power,
g Cairo 1921. a - ¥ E Sovereignty, of divine order. ] g
: g 3 :
'ﬂxmmmmm@@xmmmmmm:;:@mq:cmm@mmmmmmrz@ % g
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2. O SON OF SPIRIT,

Justice* (or Equity) must be
loved above all things, forsake it not
1f thou desirest My Will. Neither
neglect it if thou wouldst be faithful.
By 1t shalt thou be strengthened (or
confirmed) to perceive things with
thine own eyes and not with the
eyes of others, to know things
by thine own knowledge and not by
that of any other in the world. Medi-
tate on this, and reflect that this counsel
18 from My Grace and bounty to thee,
so keep 1t ever in thy sight.

3. O SoN oF MaN.

In My ancient and eternal Being
knew I My love in thee therefore did
I create thee and laid on thee My
Image, and revealed to thee My Beauty.

O SoN OF MAN.

I Loved thy creation, therefore I
created thee; wherefore love thou Me
that I may remember®¥* thee and in
the spirit of Life confirm thee.

O SON OF BEING.

Love Me that T may love thee, 1f
thou lovest Me not, My love can never
reach thee. Know this O servant !

% (Ar. “Insaf’’).

(A4
*% (Lit “mention’).
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6. O SON OF EXISTENCE!

In My love is thy happiness,
(Riswan) and in communion with Me is
thy paradise. Enter therein and tarry
not. Thus is it ordained for thee in our
Supreme Kingdom (Melakoot) and
from our exalted Realm. (Gaberout).

7- O SON oF HUMANITY.

If thou lovest Me, turn away from
thy own pleasures. If My Will thou
seekest regard not thine own, so shalt
thou die in Me and 1 live in thee !

8. O SON OF SPIRIT,

No peace is ordained for thee save
by departing from thy self and com-
ing unto Me. Verily thy glory should
be in My Name and not in thine own,
Thy trust im My Countenance and
not i thine own, for I desire to be
loved alone and above all that is.

9. O SON OF EXISTENCE.

My fortress (for thee) is My love.
Who so enters therein is sheltered and
safe but who so turns away from it is
led astray, and perishes,

10. O SON OF ELOQUENCE ! (beyan).*

My fortress thou art, enter within
that thou mayest be secure. My love

* (Exposition. Dialectic, etc.),
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2. (O SON OF SPIRIT,

Justice* (or Equity) must be
loved above all things, forsake it not
1f thou desirest My Will. Neither
neglect it 1f thou wouldst be faithful.
By 1t shalt thou be strengthened (or
confirmed) to perceive things with
thine own eves and not with the
eyes of others, to know things
by thine own knowledge and not by
that of any other in the world. Medi-
tate on this, and reflect that this counsel
1s from My Grace and bounty to thee,
so keep 1t ever in thy sight.

3. O SoN oF Man.

In My ancient and eternal Being
knew I My love in thee therefore did
I create thee and laid on thee My
Image, and revealed to thee My Beauty.

4. O SoN OF MAN.

I Loved thy creation, therefore I
created thee; wherefore love thou Me
that I may remember®* thee mand in
the spirit of Life confirm thee.
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5. O SON OF BEING.

Love Me that I may love thee, 1f
thou lovest Me not, My love can never
reach thee. Know this O servant !

* (Ar. “Insaf’’).

%% (Lit “mention).
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6. O SON OF EXISTENCE!

In My love is thy happiness,
(Riswan) and in communion with Me is
thy paradise. Enter therein and tarry
not. Thus 1s 1t ordained for thee in our
Supreme Kingdom (Melakoot) and
from our exalted Realm. (Gaberout).

7- O SON OF HUMANITY.

If thou lovest Me, turn away from
thy own pleasures, If My Will thou
seckest regard not thine own, so shalt
thou die in Me and I live in thee !

8. O SON OF SPIRIT,

No peace 1s ordained for thee save
by departing from thy self and com-
ing unto Me. Verily thy glory should
be in My Name and not in thine own,
Thy trust in My Countenance and
not in thine own, for I desire to be
loved alone and above all that is.

9- O SON OF EXISTENCE.

My fortress (for thee) is My love.
Who so enters therein is sheltered and
safe but who so turns away from it is
led astray, and perishes.

10. O SoN OF ELOQUENCE ! (beyan).*

My fortress thou art, enter within
that thou mayest be secure. My love

* (Exposition. Dialectic, etc.),
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is within thee, know (realise) this so
shalt thou find Me near.

11, O SON OF BEING.

My lamp thou art and My light is
within thee be therefore illumined by
it. Seek no one but Me, for I created
thee rich and upon thee have I shower-
ed abundant Grace.

12. O SON OF EXISTENCE !

With the hands of Power I made
thee, and by the fingers of strength I
created thee. In thee I placed the
Essence of My Light see that thou
depend on it and on nought else, for
My creation is perfect and My Com-
mand cometh to its effect. Doubt this
not and have thou no uncertainty,

naluatasidalnalaainatuainalnsnaIns N luE TN AINA ATV AN )

13. O SON OF SPIRIT.

I created thee rich,why makest thou
thyself poor? Noble I made thee why
dost thou degrade thyself? Out of the
essence of Knowledge I manifested
thee, why seekest thou knowledge from
another than Me.

From the clay of love I kneaded
thee, why art thou occupied with an-
other? Turn thy sight into thyself that
thou mayest find Me standing within
thee, all powerful, mighty and su-
preme (lit. self existent).

RhhhhhdhhfhhiimgRRRRRngg. dafhhhhghiiiifipfapRRgggifgggRg
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14, O SON OF MAN,.

Thou art My possession and My
Possession can never be destroyed.Why
art thou in fear of destruction? Thou
art of My Light and My Light shall
never be extinguished. Why dost thou
dread extinction ! Thou art of My
Glory (or Beauty), and My Glory can
never be veiled, thou art My Garment
and My Garment shall never be out-
worn, Therefore abide in thy love for
Me, that thou mayest find Me in the
Supreme horizon! (or Concourse).

15. O SON OF ELOQUENCE! (beyan).

Look thou to My Face, and turn
from all save Me, for My Dominion
1s eternal and shall never cease. My
Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom
and shall never pass away. Wouldst
thou seek another than Me, yea, wert
thou to search the universe throughout
eternity, yet would thy search be vain

RS ARG ARSI A A A A AN A AR AN A A A

16. O SON OF LIGHT,

Forget all else save Me, and be
comforted by My Spirit. This is from
the essence of My Command therefore
direct thyself to it.

17. O SON OF MAN,
Let thy satisfaction in Me exclude
all else (or every other desire). Ask for

RN NN N RN NRRPDDDRDRRRRRRRR D]
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no vther helper than Myself, for none
beside Me can ever satisfy thee.

18. O SON OF SPIRIT,

Ask. not of Me that which we have
not desired for thee; be content with
that which we have ordained for thy

sake. This is for thy good if thou wilt
be content therewith.

19. O CHILD OF SUPREME VISION.*¥

I have placed within thee a spirit
from Myself, that thou mightest be-
come My lover. Why has thou forsaken
Me and sought to love another.

20. O SON OF SPIRIT,

My favor to thee is great and
should not be denied. My bounty
towards thee 1s great and cannot be
hidden, My love in thee exists land
cannot be concealed; My Light to thee
1s manifest and cannot be obscured.

21. O SON OF MAN.

I have ordained for thee the pur-
est fruits from the Tree of Splen-
dour.** Why hast thou turned away
from them and contented thyself with
those that are inferior. Return there-

% Appearance or Presentation,
*% El Abha,
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fore to that which is best for thee in
the supreme Horizon.

22. O SON OF SPIRIT.

1 created thee sublime but thou
hast degraded thyself. Ascend then to
that for which thou wast created.

23. O SON OF THE SUPREME !*

I called thee to Life (eternal)**
but thou desirest extinction®**

Why hast thou turned away from
what we wish and sought thine own
desires?

24. O SON OF MAN.

Seek not to go beyond thy limita-
tions nor to claim what is not for thee.
Prostrate thyself before the face of
thy Lord the Almighty.

* Lit. son of "Ama'a’—a mystical Sufi
term. It is wused wmore than once by
Baha'ullah. It signifies light clouds veiling
a clear sky. Symbolically it expresses
“first substance’ or ’primal matter’ also
vide a tablet from Abdul Baha, as ‘‘the
visible and invisibles” (Reality).

%% “Baga.” Supreme realisation,

%% Fana. The Sufi term for extinction
or annihilation, the opposite state to Baga.

shhhhhinfhhhifRgfhddgiig
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25. O SON OF SPIRIT.

Boast not of thine own station
above the poor, for I Myself go before
him; and indeed I behold thy miser-

able condition and ever spurn thee.

26, O SON OF EXISTENCE.

Why dost thou overlook thine own
defects and art occupied with the fault
of My servants? Whosoever persists in
this, My condemnation (or curse) falls
on him,

27. O SON OF MAN.

Breathe not the faults of others so
long as thou thyself art faulty. If thou
dost contrary to this command thou
art accursed, to this I bear witness.

28. O SCON OF SPIRIT.

Know verily that he who exhorts
men to justice and himself sinneth
in secret, is not of Me even though he

bear My Name.

2¢g. O SON OF BEING. :

Attribute not to any soul that
which thou wouldst not have attributed
to thyself, and declare (lit. say) not
that which thou dost not fulfil. This :s
My command see thou to it.

== P
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30. O SoN OF MAN.

With hold nought from My servant
in whatsoever he may ask of thee, For
his Face is My face and thou must
stand humble before Me.

31. O SON OF BEING.

Examine thy deeds each day before
thou art judged, for death will sud-
denly overtake thee, and then shall
thy deeds judge thee.

32. O SON OF THE INFINITE (Ama’a).

I made death for thee as glad tid-
ings. Why grievest thou over 1t? I made
Light for thee as a guidance, why dost
thou hide from it?

33. O SON OF SPIRIT. _

With the glad tidings of Light I
rejoice thee. Be hopeful for this. To the
Court of Holiness I call thee; take
refuge therein that thou mayest rest
for ever.

34. O SON OF SPIRIT.

The holy Spirit heralds comfort to
thee. Why dost thou grieve. The spirit
of Command confirms thee in the Cause.
Why hidest thou ? The Light of the
Face walks before thee, why strayest
thou?

nnddhhAddmddgidfdidddigd Diddfdg
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35- O SON OoF Man.

Grieve not save when thou art far
from Us, and rejoice not save when
thou art near and returning to Us,

36. O SoN oF Man,

Be cheerful and of a good heart,
so shalt thou be fitted to meet Me and
mirror forth My beauty. |

37. O SON OF MAaN.

Divest not thyself of My Beautiful
Garment, and forfeit not thy share of
My sweet Fountain, that in My Eternal
Essence thou mayest never thirst(again).

38. O SON OF EXISTENCE,

Keep My Commands for love of
Me, and repress thine own desires if
thow wishest My pleasure.

39. O SON OF MAN.

Neglect not My laws if thou lovest
My Beauty, and forget not My coun
sels 1f thou wouldst attain to My Will,

40. O SON OF MAN.

Wert thou to run through the wil-
derness of Infinity, and speed through
out the plains of Heaven, thou shalt
find no rest save in obedience to Our
Command and humbleness before
Our Face;
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41. O SON OF MAN.

Exalt My Cause that I may reveal
to thee the secrets of greatness and
illumine thee with the Light of Eter-
nity. '

42. O SON OF MAN.

Be submissive to Me that I may bé
grac:ous to thee, then defend My Cause
that thou mayest be victorious in the
Kingdom™*

43. O SON OF EXISTENCE.

Remember Me in thy Earth that I
may remember thee in My Heaven so
shalt thou be satisfied (happy) and 1
find pleasure therein.

44. O SON OF THE THRONE,

Thy hearing is My hearing, hear
thou with it; thy sight is My sight see
thou with it, then shalt thou attest
within thyself My supreme Holiness,
and I appoint within Myself an exalt-
ed place (station) for thee.

45. O SON OF BEING.

Seek martydom in My Path with
ioy in Me, and be thankful for My
decree, so shalt thou rest with Me 1n

the Domes** of Greatness, behind the
Veils of Glory.

* Ar. VMolk” (Dominion,)
*% Ar. Quebad "Vaults of Heaven’ al-
ternative synonym.
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46, O SON OF MAN.

Reflect on thy condition and ponder
over thy actions. Dost thou choose to
die upon thy bed, or to be martyred
in the dust upon My Path, and become
a rising point of My Command, and
a manifestation of My Light in the
supreme Paradise ? Discern justly O
My servant.

47. O SON OF MAN.

By My Beauty! If thy hair be dyed
in thine own blood, this is greater to
Me than the creation of two Worlds

or the splendour of -two realms*
Strive dilligently therefore O My
servant.

48. O SON OF MAN.

For everything there is a sign.
The sign of Love is patience under My
decrees and longsuffering, (submission)

through My Ordeals.

49- O SON OF MAN,

The sincere lover longs for suffer-
ing, even as the rebel craves for for-
giveness, and the sinner prays for
mercy.

¥ VVisible and invisihle Kingdoms” .
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50. O SON OF MAN.

If calamaties fall not upon thee
in My Path, how shalt thou learn to
tread in the path of those who are
resigned to My Will? If difficulties
overtake thee not in thy longing to
meet Me, how shall the light of the
love of My Beauty reach unto thee ?

51. O SON OF MAN.

My calamity is My Providence. In
appearance it 1s fire and calamity
(affliction), inwardly it is Light and
Mercy. Therefore speed to its approach
that thou mayest become an eternal
light and an immortal spirit. Know
that this 1s My Command.

52. O SON OF HUMANITY.

Should fortune overtake thee re-
joice not, and grieve not if humilia-
tion befall thee; for both will disap-
pear in a moment, vanish, and be no
more.

53. O SON OF BEING.

If poverty overtake thee grieve not,
for in a time (to come) the King of
riches shall descend to thee, neither
fear abasement, for glory shall be thy
portion In time.
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54. O SON OF BEING.

If thou lovest this immortal and
eternal Kingdom, and the ancient and
Everlasting Life, forsake then this
mortal and vanishing world.

55. O SON OF EXISTENCE.

Be not engrossed with this world,
for with fire we try the gold and with
gold we test the servants.

50. O SON OF MAN.

Thou desirest gold but we desire
thee sanctified from it. Thou thinkest
thy wealth to lie therein, while I see
thy wealth to consist in thy freedom
from it. By My Life! This is what I
know and while such is thy imagina-
tion, how can My thoughts agree (or
combine) with thine.

57. O SON OF MAN.

Bestow freely My wealth among
My poor that thou mayest attain the
Heavenly Bestowals from boundless
treasures and draw from My imperish-
able stores of Glory. But verily the
sacrifice of the Spirit is more glorious
couldst thou see with Mine Eyes !

58. O SON oF HUMANITY.

The Tempie of Being is My throne.
Purge it of everything that I may dwell
and rest therein.
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59. O SON OF EXISTENCE.

Thy heart is My home, purify it
for My descent. Thy Spirit 1s My
outlook; sanctify it for My Manifes-
tation.

60. O SON OF MAN.

Seek for My hidden treasures®
then shall I raise myself radiant above
thee**

61. O SON OF MAN.

Ascend to My heaven that thou
mayest realise My communion with
thee, and drink of the sweet and
peerless wine from the Chalice of
Eternal Glory.

62. O SoN OF MAN.

Days have passed thee by, and
thou hast occupied thyself with thy
fanciful imaginations. How long wilt
thou lie thus resting on thy bed? Raise
thy head from slumber, for the Sun
hath climbed to the zenith. Perchance
He may iilumine thee with the lights
of Beauty.

* Ar. of a garment or
pocket.

*% Lit. "Above thy garment.”’ i.c. over-
shadow thee.

“Jaib,’ Breast
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63. O SON OF MAN.

Light hath shone on you from the
horizon of Tor, and upon the Sinai of
thy heart have I breathed My radiant
spirit. Free thyself from fancies and
prejudices, then enter My Abode pre-
pared for the Eternal Life and ready
to meet Me* So shall neither death nor

weariness nor any trouble overtake
thee.

64. O SON OF MAN.

My Eternity is My creation®¥* I
created it for thee, therefore make it the
covering of thy Temple. My Oneness
15 My design, I designed it for thee;
therefore clothe thyself with it. Thus
mayest thou become a rising point in
My Reality, (lit. self-subsistence), for
ever,

65. O SON OF MAN.

My Greatness is My Bounty on
thee, and My Might (Majesty) is in

% Ar. "The Meeting” known to Islamic
mystics as divine Union or the meeting of
a Manifestation. — One who has attained.

*% Ar. V1bda” (Alternative form, — My
Eternity is an FEmanation from Myself
I brought it jlorth for thee, etc.).
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this My mercy to thee. But that which
i5 due to Me none can ever realise or
comprehend. Verily I have gathered 1t
in the treasure house of My Secret and
in the hidden place of My Command
as a favor to My servants and out of
Mercy to My people.

66. O SONS OF THE INVISIBLE REALITY.
(or Entity).*

Ye shall be hindered (or prevent-

ed) from My love and souls shall be

disturbed (agitated) when I am men-

tioned; for the minds or men cannot
grasp Me nor the hearts contain Me.

67. O SON OF BEAUTY.

By My Spirit and By My Provi-
dence, by My mercy and by My Beauty
all that I revealed (uttered) for thee
with the tongue of Power, and wrote
for thee with the Pen of Might,
descended according to thy capacity
and thy melody, not according to My
State or My Melody.

68. O CHILDREN OF MEN.

Know ye not why We created ye
from one clay? It is that none should

% Ar. “How’iyya” — lit. “He-ness,”
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glorify himself above another. Be ye
mindful of how ye were created, since
we have created ye all from the same
substance ye must be as one soul, walk-
ing with the same feet, eating with
the same mouth and living in one
Land. So may ye manifest the signs of
Unity and the Spirit of Oneness in
your being and in your actions. This
15 My Counsel to you, O people of
Light. Follow it that ye may attain to
the fruits of Holiness from the Tree
of inaccessible Glory.

69. O CHILDREN OF THE SPIRIT.

Ye are My treasures. In ye have I
placed the pearls of My Mysteries and
the gems of My Knowledge. Guard
them from the aliens among My ser-
vants, and from the wicked among My
creatures that they discover them not.

70. O SON OF HIM WHO STOOD BY

HIMSELF IN His owN HoLvy
KINGDOM.

Know that I have sent unto thee
the fragrances of Holiness and I
have accomplished the Word in thee,
and fulfilled through thee My Bounty.
I have willed for thee that which I
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willed for Myself, therefore be thou
content in Me and thankful.

71. O SON OF MAN.

On the Tablet of thy Spirit write
in ink of Light, all we have uttered
unto thee, and if thou cans’t not do
this,then take for thy ink the essence of
thy heart; and if thou art still unable,
then write with the red ink (lifeblood)
shed upon My Path. Verily this 1s more
precious to Me than all else. — The
Radiance thereof remaineth for ever.
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Bidden Words.

(From the Persian.)

INTHE NAME OF THE
MIGHTY SPEAKER.

I. O YE THAT POSSESS INTELLIGENCE
AND HEARING, KNOW THAT THE
FIRST MELODY OF THE BELOVED
1S THIS...

O Nightingale of Inner meaning,
seek no refuge save in the Rosegarden
ol Understanding. O messenger of
the Solomon of I.ove dwell not but 1n
the home (Sheba) of the Beloved. O
Phoenix of Immortality choose no
abode but on the Mount of Faithful-
ness. This is thy station if thou
wouldst soar to the Placeless, on wings
of Spirit and hasten (with anxiety) to
thy goal.

2. O SON OF SPIRIT.

Every bird seeks its nest and each
nightingale desires the beauty of the
Rose, save the birds of people’s minds
that are content with mortal dust, an-
remain far from the eternal Nest. Fas-
cinated by the mire of remoteness they
are bereft of the Roses of the Presence,
Alas ! how pitiable, how sad and
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regrettable is this | For the sake of a
little water they deprive themselves of %
the waves of the Supreme Friend, and g
remain far from the Horizon of Abha.

(glory).

i 2

3. O FRIEND.

In the garden of the heart plant
only flowers of love and cease not from
clinging to the nightingale of love and
yearning. Treasure the friendship of
the just, but withdraw both hand and
heart from the company of the wicked

4. O SON OF JUSTICE.
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What lover seeks to dwell elsewhere &
than in the home of the Beloved. What %
seeker can rest without his Desired g
One ? The true lover finds life iIn &
communion with the Beloved and death g
In separation, his breast is void of all s
patience and his heartache (yearning) &
1s beyond endurance. Rejecting a hun- g
dred thousand lives he will hasten to 8
the City of the Beloved. g
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5. O SON OF DusT.

Verily the most heedless of servants
is he who disputes and prefers himself
to his brother. Say then—’’ O Bre-
thren, adorn yourselves with deeds
rather than words *’
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2 6. O SONS OF EARTH. :

g Know verily that a heart wherein

g lingers the least trace of envy shall

never attain to My Eternal Omnipot-
ence, nor inhale the perfume of My
Holiness.

7. O SON OF LOVE

But one step separates thee from the
#*Domes of Nearness and the sublime
Tree of Love. Plant the first foot and
then with the other step into the King-
dom of Eternity, and enter the Pavil-
lions of Immortality. Then hearken
thou to that which has descended from
the Pen of Glory.

3. O SON OF GLORY.

Be swift in the way of holiness, and
enter into the heavens of My Intimacy.
Cleanse the heart with the burnish of
Spirit and make thyself ready to hear
the Call** of the Most High.

* (Ar. “Rafraf’ Lit, High Arch.).

*% This relates to a Hadith of
Mohamed: “Lowlak, Lowlak! Were it not
for thee I would not have created the
Universe”. — It also signifies the call to
meet the Manifestation of God,
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0. O FLEETING SHADOW,
Pass beyond the evanescent degrees

of fancy (imaginations) and soar to
the exalted heights of certainty. Open
the eyes of Truth that thou mayest
behold the radiant Beauty and say

"’Blessed be God the most excellent of
Creators *’ !

10. O SON OF MORTAL DESIRES.

Hearken truly ! Mortal eye can
never perceive the everlasting Beauty
and the dead heart delights only in
withered flowers.* For like seeks like
and associates only with its own kind.

11. O SON OF DUST.

Be blind that thou mayest behold
My Beauty, and be deaf that thou
mayest hear My sweet Voice and Mel-
ody. Be ignorant that thou mayest
receive a portion of My Knowledge.
Be poor that thou mayest obtain an
everlasting share from the ocean of My
eternal Wealth. Be blind, that is, to
all save My Beauty, be deaf to all
except My word, be ignorant of all but
My knowledge. Thus shalt thou enter
My holy Presence with pure eyes, and
keen ears and a purified heart.

* Haifa script. — “Gol,” i.e., “flowers.”’

Cairo script. — *“‘Gil.”’ “aworthless
s0il.’
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12. O POSSESSOR OF TWO EYES.

Close one eye and open the other.
Close one to the world and all that 1s
therein, open the other to the Beauty
of the divine Beloved.

13. O MY SoONS. _

[ am in fear that without having
enjoyed the melody of the Nightingale
(of Bounty,) ye will return to the region
of mortality, and without having seen
the beauty of the Rose ye will return
to water and clay.

14. O FRIENDS.

Be not attracted by ephemeral
loveliness, disregarding the Eternal
Leauty, neither attach your hearts to
this mortal dust heap.

15. O SON OF SPIRIT.

The time cometh when the holy
nightingale of divine Significance
will be prevented from unfolding the
Inner meanings, and the spiritual
Melody and the divine Call ye shall
no more hear.

16. O THOU ESSENCE OF NEGLIGENCE.

Alas, that a hundred thousand in-
ner languages are spoken by One
Tongue, and a hundred thousand hid-
den meanings are uttered 1n one
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Melody, but there is no ear to hearken
nor any heart to perceive a single
letter.

17. O COMRADES.

The doors of the Placeless are
cpened, and the City of the Beloved 1S
adorned with the biood of the lovers,
but all are bereft of this spiritual City
except a few, and out of these but very

few appear with pure hearts and holy
souls, :

18. O YE OF THE SUPREME PARADISE.

Let the assured ones know that a
new garden hath appeared in the
Holy  etherial) space near unto the
Rizwan, and that all people in the exalted
heights and the eternal “temples’’* of
Heaven have circumambulated (or
encircled) it. Strive therefore to reach
this region and discover from its red
tulips the reality of Love’s mystery, and
obtain frem its immortal fruits the
Supreme Wisdom of divine Unity,
Radiant are the eyes of those who enter
safely therein.

1. O My FRIENDS,

_ Have ye forgotten that true and
bright morning when ye were all in My

—

*® Holy souls in the eternal hierarchies.
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Presence on the blessed and holy Plain
under the shadow of the Anissa Tree*
planted in the great Paradise, when I
addressed to you three godly words ?
All heard them and were everwhelmed;
these were the words<-“0O friends,
prefer not your will to Mine. Desire
not that which I have never desired for
thee. Approach Me not with dead
hearts stained with personal desires
and hopes. If ye will purify your
breasts the remembrance of that state
and place shall directly appear unto
you and My explanations will become

known to you.

In the Eight Lines of Holiness in the
Fifth Tablet of Paradise He reve-
aled these words :

20. O DEAD ONES ON THE BED OF
NEGLIGENCE.

Centuries have passed and ye have
ended your precious lives, yet not a
single breath of purity hath ever come
from you unto Our Holy. Presence ye
are still drowned in a sea of idolatry
(polytheism) while talking of oneness.
Ye have loved that which I hate and ye
have taken My foes to be your friends.

* Symbolises “Tree of Life.”
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Ye walk in great mirth and pleasure
upon My Earth heedless that it abhors
ye, and that the things of time flee from
ye. Open your eyes but a little and
ye will know that a thousand griefs
are preferable to this pleasure and that
death is better than such a life.

21. O MOVING DUST.
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I am attached to thee yet art thou g
without trust in Me. The sword of thy =
sins hath cut down the tree of thy &
hope, yet am I ever nigh thee even g
when under every condition thou art &
. &

far from Me. I have chosen unceasing &
honor for thee, whilst thou hast sought §
for thyself endless humiliation. While g
there is yet time avail thyself of this &
: . &
opportunity. Avail thyself and return. g
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22. O THOU SON OF PASSION.
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® The possessors of insight and
5. .
# wisdom endeavoured for years to attain
¥ to the meeting of the Glorious One but
g failed. They hastened all their lives
& without seeing the most Beautiful,
8 while thou unhastening hast arrived
8 and without search hast attained the
# goal. Yet though thou didest achieve
8 such degrees and states wert thou still
B so veiled by thine own self that thine
£ eyes saw not the Beauty of the Beloved
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and thy hand did not reach to the hem
of His Garment. Marvel at this O
possessors of insight |

22. O DWELLERS IN THE HOME OF
YEARNING.,

The eternal Candle is beseiged by
mortal winds and the Beauty of the
Heavenly Youth is obscured by the
black darkness of the dust.

The supreme King of Love is op-
pressed under the hands of the sub-
jects of tyranny, and the dove of Hol-
iness is clutched in the talons of owls.
All the company in the pavillions of
the Most Glorious and of the Supreme
Concourse are mourning and wailing
while ye dwell at ease upon the carth
of negligence and count yourselves
among the sincere lovers ’Know that
what ye have assumed is false’.

24. O YE IGNORANT WHO HAVE A REPU-
TATION FOR KNOWLEDGE.

Why do ye outwardly claim to be
shepherds while inwardly ye have be-
come ravening wolves ? Ye resemble
the star preceding the dawn, appar-
ently bright and luminous, but which
in reality leads the caravans of My
City and Country astray and causes
their destruction.
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25. O OUTWARDLY PERFECT BUT INWAR-
DLY DEFECTIVE.

Ye are like unto clear but bitter
water apparently pure and pleasent but
when it comes into the hand of the
Divine Assayer® of Oneness, He will
not accept one drop of it. The rad-
iance of the sun rests equally on the
dust as on the mirror but the difference
1s as the distance between the Earth
and the "guiding stars, ’ yea vast is the
dif ference thereof.

20. O MY FRIEND IN WORD.

Reflect a little. Hast thou ever
“heard of the Beloved and the stranger
dwelling in the same heart ? Then
send away the stranger that the Beloved
mmay enter into His abode.

27. O SON OF DUST.

All things in the heavens and the
carth have I ordained for thee except
the heart, that have I appointed to
Myself as a place for descent and for
the reflection of My Beauty and My
(Glory. But thou hast given up My
dwelling to another. Thus whenever
My holy manifestation came to his own
place,finding there the stranger, home-

* Lit, “Divine Taster.”
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less he hastened back to the sacred
precincts of the Beloved One. Yet have
I concealed this as a secret not desiring
thy shame.

28. O ESSENCE OF PASSION.

How often at dawn have I .come
from the Orient of the Placeless into
thy abode and found thee upon the bed
of ease engaged with another than
Myself. Then like spiritual lightning
did I return to the cloud of regal Glory
and 1n the hidden place of Nearness
I revealed it not to the heavenly hosts.

29. O SON OF GENEROSITY.

Thou wert in the desert of non-
being and by means of the earth of My
Command I made thee to appear in
the external and material world. I
charged all the dependant atoms and
all the realities of Being with thy train-
ing,so that before thou didst issue {rom
the womb of thy mother I had ordain-
ed for thee two fountains of bright
milk, I appointed eyes to guard thee.
I placed love for thee in all hearts, and
with pure bounty I reared thee in the
shadow of My Mercy and protec-
ted thee with the Essence of My Grace.
My purpose in all this was to enable
thee to attain to our eternal MIGHT
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and be worthy of Our hidden favours,
But thou O heedless one,when reachin
maturity, didst neglect all My gifts
and so occupied thyself with thine own
fancies that thou didst entirely forget
Me, and leaving the house of the Bel-
oved. went to dwell in the porch of the
enemy.

30. O SERVANT OF THE WORLD.

At many a dawn has the breeze of
My Grace passed over thee and found
thee asleep upon the bed of neghg-
ence and returning back wept over thy
condition.

31. O SON OF EARTH.

If thou desirest Me desire no other
than Me. If thou seekest My Beauty
withdraw thy gaze from the people of
this world, for My Will and the will
of another are like fire and water which
cannot be contained in the same heart
an ! soul.

32. O THGU WHO ART A STRANGER TO

THE FRIEND.

The candle of thy heart was enkin-
dled by the hand of My Power; extin-
guish it not by the contrary winds of
passion and desire. The Healer of all
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thy diseases is My Remembrance.*
Forget it not. Make My love thy
treasury (capital), and cherish it as thou
would thy sight and soul.

23. O MY BROTHER.

Hearken to the beautiful words
from My sweet Tongue and drink of
the holy water from the salt spring of
My lips. That is to say, sow the seeds
of My Innate wisdom in the pure
ground of the heart and water it with
conviction, then shall the grain of
Knowledge and wisdom spring up ver-
dantly in the blessed City. (of fthy
heart).

34. O YE PEOPLE OF MY GARDEN.

With the hand of tenderness have
I set the plant of your love in the holy
garden of Rizwan** and watered it
with the showers of mercy. The time of
its fruitage is near, strive therefore
(earnestly) that it be guarded and not
burnt up by the fires of lust and
desire.

® (Lit. My mentioning).

*% (Ar. “Ridwan’, connotes satisfaction,
contentmment and spiritual peace. It is also
the name of the garden where the Blessed
Perfection, (Baha'ullah) made his - first
declaration of wmission).
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35% O SON OF DUST.

The wise are those who speak not
unless they meet a listener,even as the
cupbearer offers not his cup unless he
finds one who 1s athirst. The lover
cries not out from the depth of his
heart until he has attained to see the
Beauty of the Beloved. Therefore
labor to sow the seeds of Knowledge
and wisdom in the fertile ground of
the heart. Herein they may lie safely
hidden so that the hyacinth of divine
Wisdom may spring from the heart
(soul) and not from common soil.

(In the first line of the Tablet men-
tioned is recorded and preserved
behind the veil of divine protec-
tion, these words).

S A RSN S AARAN SN A AN S Al A NSRS AN AN A A Al 22 AL 7

36. O MY SERVANT.

Lose not the eternal Kingdom for
a carnal desire nor the Heavenly Realm
for thy lustful pleasures ! This is the
“river of Life”, which flows from the
Source of the Divine Pen. Blessed are
they who drink therefrom.

37. O SON OF SPIRIT.
Break thy limited cage and like
unto a bird of love soar in the atmos-

¥35 in first edition is now placed as 3z,
according to original script.
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phere of Holiness. Leave self and come
to rest with the divine souls upon the
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38. O SON OF ASHES.

Be not content with the ease of a
single day, and so lose the everlasting
rest.  Barter not away the immortal
Garden of Eternal Joy for the earthly
furnace of mortality. Arise from the
prison of this world to the blissful
plains of Life. Ccume forth from thy
cage to the beautitul Garden of the
Placeless.
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39. O MY SERVANT.
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E‘ Free thyself from wordly bondage
E and escape from the prison of self.
8 Value this hour, and seize this chance
8 which will not return for thou shalt
% never see these days again.
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40. O SON OF MY MAIDSERVANT.
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kingdom, verily thou wouldst abandon %
all mortal possessions. Yet there 1s «
wisdom in the former remaining con- &
cealed while the attractions of the g
latter are manifest, but these mysteries &
are perceived only by the hearts that g
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41. O MY SERVANT.

Cleanse thy heart from malice,and
free from envy, enter thou into the
sacred Court of Unity.

42. O MY FRIENDS.

Walk ye in the path of the Friend’s
good pleasure, for His pleasure was
and 1s, and ever will be in (the content-
ment of) His creatures, 1.e., A. Friend
will not enter the home of another
without his good pleasure, nor interfere
with that which is his, nor prefer his
own desire to that of his friend, nor
seek preference for himself in any way.
Ponder on this O thoughtful ones !

43. O COMPANION OF MY THRONE.

Hear no evil, and see no evil. De-
grade not thyself, neither lament.
That 1s to say, speak no evil, that thou
mayest not hear it. Think not the
faults of others to be great that thine
own may not seem heavy. Approve not
of the humiliation of any soul that
thine own abasement be not exposed.
Then with a stainless mind, a pure
heart, and sanctified soul thou mayest
enjoy freedom all the days of thy life,
—-which days are counted less than an
instant—and may return from this
mortal body to dwell in the Paradise
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of Inner Significance and abide in the
Kingdom of Immortality.

44. ALAS ! AND ALAS ! O LOVERS OF
PASSION.

Swiftly as lightning have ye
abandoned the Spiritual Lover and to
satanic thoughts have ye attached your
minds. Ye worship fancy and call it
Truth. Ye gaze at a thorn and call
it a flower. Not one unselfish breath
have ve breathed, nor have any breezes
of selfdenial been wafted from the
garden of your hearts. Ye have cast
to the winds the good counsels of the
Reloved, ye have effaced them from
the tablets of your minds and have
become as ammals feasting in the
pastures of lust and desires.

45. O BROTHERS OF THE PATH.

Why are ye careless of the remem-
brance of the Friend ? Why are ye
far from the presence of the Beloved?
Perfect Beauty 1s set upon the throne
of Glory under the peerless canopy of
God, while ye are engaged in conten-
tious quarelling for your own desires.
The fragrance of Holiness is breathed
abroad and the breezes of generosity
are blowing,but ye have lost the power
of scent, and miss them all. Alas, for
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you and for those who follow in your
steps and walk after your ways.

46. O SONS OF HOPE.

Divest yourselves of the garment of

pride. Lay aside the robe of haugh-
tiness.

(In the Third Line of Holiness which
ts recorded in the « Ruby » tablet

by the Hidden pen it stands writ-
zen).

47. O BROTHERS.

Deal leniently with one another
and free your minds from the world.
Boast not yourselves when in honour
and be not ashamed in abasement. I
declare by My Beauty that I created
you all from the same dust, and to
dust shall I turn ye again.

48. O SONS OF DusT.

Let the rich know of the groaning
of the poor before dawn lest they (the
rich) through negligence fall into des-
truction and be deprived of their share
of the Tree of Wealth (or opulence)
Giving and generosity are of My Qual-
ities. Happy is he who adorns himself
with My virtues.

&
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4g9. O ESSENCE OF PASSION.

Abandon greed that thou mayest
find content. The greedy have ever
been deprived while the contented are
ever loved and esteemed.

50. O SON OF MY MAIDSERVANT.

Let not poverty trouble thee, nor
rest thou assured (secure) in thy riches.
All poverty is succeeded by wealth, and
all wealth is followed by loss*; but
to be deprived of all save God is a
great blessing. Make not light of it
for in the end divine riches shall be
disclosed to thee. In this condition,
the verse ”Ye are the poor” (Koran) is
concealed while the blessed words,
»God the Rich” shall be apparent

the horizon of the heart of the lover.
And it shall be raised and established
on the throne of wealth.

51. O CHILDREN OF NEGLIGENCE AND

PASSION.

Ye have allowed My enemy to en-
ter My house and have sent away My
friend for ye have placed the love of
another than Myself in your heart.
Hear the voice of the Friend. Draw
near to His pleasure. Worldly friends

% Fana . extinction,
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iove and have loved for their own
personal interests, but the Real Friend
loveth and hath loved you for the sake
of yourselves. Yea for your special
guidance hath He endured countless
afflictions. Forsake not such a friend
and hasten to His abode. This is the
sun of the word of Truth and of faith-
fulness which has dawned from the
horizon (of the finger) of Him who is
Lord and possessor of names. Open
your ears that ye may hear the word of
God, the Omnipotent the Self Existent.

52. O YE WHO BOAST OF MORTAL POS-
SESSIONS.

Know ye that wealth is a heavy
barrier between the secker and the
sought, between the lover and the
Beloved. The rich arrive not at the
abode of Nearness, nor enter into the
City of contentment and of resignation,
save only a few. High is the state of
that wealthy one, whose possessions
deprive him not of the everlasting
Kingdom, nor prevent him from attain-
ing to the eternal possessions. Verily
by the Greatest Name (I declare,) the
light of that wealthy one shall illumine
the people in the heavens as the Sun
illumines the people of the Earth.
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¢3. O WEALTHY ONES UPON EARTH.

The poor among ye are My trust,
see that ye guard that which I have
committed to you and occupy not
yourselves with your own ease.

54. O SON OF PASSION.

Purge thyself from the dross of
wealth and in perfect peace step mnto
the Heaven of poverty. There shalt
thou drink of the wine of immortality
from the Spring of Death. (Fana)

55. O MY SON.

The company of the wicked increa-
seth sorrow, but the fellowship of the
righteous removeth the rust of thle
heart. He who desires to associate with
God, let him associate with His be-
loved; and he who desires to hear the
word of God let him hear the words
of His chosen ones.

56. BEWARE O SON OF DUST.
Walk not with the wicked and

confederate not with him, for the com-

panionship of the wicked changeth

the Light of Life into the fires of
punishment.
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57. O SON OF MY MAIDSERVANT.

If thou seekest the attainment of
the Holy Spirit make thy companion-
ship with the noble, for the righteous
ones have drank from the chalice of
Immortality passed by the hand of the
cupbearer of Eternity. They quicken
the hearts of the ’dead’” and illumine
them as the brilliant morn.

586. O HEEDLESS ONES.

Think not that the secrets of the
heart are concealed, may rather rest as-
sured that they are inscribed in clear
writing before God and are openly
manifest in the Presence.

56. O FRIENDS.

Verily I say unto you all that ye
have concealed in your hearts is before
Us, clear and manifest and open as the
day, but this concealment is due to Our
mercy and generosity and not to your
own merit.

60. O SON OF MAN.

I have shed a dew from the fathom-
less ocean of My mercy upon the dwel-
lers in the world but I have found none
drawing near, because all have attached
themselves to the drink of impurity and
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have left the pure and everlasting
Wine of Unity. They have turned
from the Chalice of the Immortal
Beauty and were content with the mor-

tal cup. "Evil is that with which they
are contented.”

61. O SON OF DUST.

Close not thine eyes to the peerless
wine of the Eternal Beloved. Open not
thine eye to the turbid and evanescent
wine. Take the Immortal cups from
the faithful hand of the Cupbearer of
Unity, so mayest thou become all con-
sclounsness and perception, and hear
the invisible Utterance. Say, O
worthless Ones, why have ye turned
from My Holy and Eternal Wine to
mortal water ?”’

62. O PEOPLE OF THE EARTH.

Know verily, a sudden ordeal
awaits you, and a great portent pur-
sueth you. Think not that all ye
have committed is effaced from Our
sight ; T swear by My Beauty, that
all your deeds are engraved upon
Chrysolite tablets in clear writing.

63. O OPPRESSORS OF EARTH.

Withdraw your hands from oppres-
sion for I have vowed to pass not over
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anyone’s oppression. This 1s the Cov-
enant which I decreed in the preserved
Tablet, and sealed i1t with the Seal of
Glory.

64. O REBELLIOUS ONES.

My forbearance hath made ye bold
and My patience hath made ye negli-
gent so that ye ride fearlessly upon the
steeds of fiery passion in the pathway
of destruction. Perchance ye have
thought Me also heedless and deemed
Me to be ignorant of you !

65. O WANDERERS.

The tongue is made especially for
the mention of Me, stain 1t not with
slander. If the fire of self overcome
ye consider your own faults and
speak not evil of any of My creatures
for each one of you 1s more conscious
and better informed of his own self
than he is of My creatures.

66. O SONS OF SUPERSTITION.

Know ye that when the radiant
morn dawns upon the eternal Horizon
of Holiness, then shall all satanic
secrets and deeds which have been com-
mitted in the dark become apparent to
the people of the world.
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¢7. O GRASS OF THE EARTH.

How is it that thou wilt not touch
thine own garment with hands soiled
with sugar, yet with thy mind stained
with the filth of passion and lust thou
scekest companionship with Me, desir-
ing to be directed to the dominion of
My Holiness. Alas, and, alas, for
that which ye have desired.

68. O SONS OF ADAM.

Good words and pure and holy
deeds ascend to the high heaven of My
Oneness, strive that thy deeds may be
cleansed from the turbid darkness of
sclf and passion, and from the dust
cf hypocrisy; thus shalt thou enter the
glorious presence of My Acceptance,
for soon shall the Assayer of Being in
the porch of the adored Presence ac-
cept nothing but pure virtue, and admit
naught except pure deeds. This 1s the
Sun of Wisdom and of Inner signific-
ance which has dawned on the horizon
of Divine Will. Blessed are they who
advance.

6g. O SON OF DELIGHT.

The fields of Being are pleasant
Fields if thou dost arrive at them.
The Immortal condition 1s a goodly
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one if thou wilt reach unto it leaving
the realms of mortality. The ecstacy of
the Wine 1s sweet if thou drinkest it
from the Chalice of the Mysteries pas-
sed through the Hand of the divine
Servant (or Messenger). If thou at-
tainst to these degrees thou shalt pass
from destruction, nullity, calamity
and error.

70. O MY FRIENDS.

Remember the Covenant ye made
with Me upon the Mount of Paran* in
that Blessed Spot in Time*%,

I took as witness to that covenant
the Supreme Concourse and the dwel-
lers in the City of Life. Now I find
none steadfast i1t that Covenant. As-
ruredly have pride and disobedience
effaced it from the hearts of all to such
degree that not a trace of it remains.
Yet knowing this T endured it patiently
and did not disclose it.

71. O MY SERVANT.
‘| hou art like unto a bright and well
tempered sword concealed in a dark

* Ar. Faran. see Habbakuk 3-Vv-3—Deut
1-33-2) “Roman”, given as “Temam" in Ist
edition,

%% ZemansTime, see appendix.
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sheathe and for this reason its value is
unknown to the jewellers. Come forth
therefore from the sheath of self and
desire that thy essential worth may
become known and manifest to the eyes
ot the people (of the world).

72. O MY FRIEND.

Thou art a sun in the Heavens
of My Sanctuary, be not entangled in
the eclipse of the world. Tear asunder
the veils of negligence that thou mayest
emerge from behind the cloud, and

adorn all things (beings) with the robe
of Life.

73. O SONS OF PRIDE.

For a few days of vanishing
Dominion ye have rejected My Immor-
tal Kindom. Ye array yourselves in
robes of yellow and scarlet, and boast
of -yourselves- for this. I declare by
My Beauty that I shall bring all toge-
ther under the one-colored tent of dust,
and I shall efface from among you
these various colours save those of My
colour which is pure of all colour.

74. O SONS OF NEGLIGENCE.

Attach not your hearts to mortal
sovereignty, nor Rejoice therein. Ye
resemble the heedless bird warbling in

e ReichRRiRRRRRRRRIg

B

Rahuaaaahsiahabsinalnsvsvainainainainalas s s aianl g

4 Mgy ihdppihiffRRRidghRRRihRdhihRRhRiiRRRihhRRRRRffhgg D



all security and peace upon a branch
in the garden, when suddenly the
deadly hunter brings it down to the
dust. There will then remain no more
trace of its melody form, or colour.
Therefore be admonished, O servant
of desire !

75. O CHILD OF MY MAIDSERVANT.

Guidance of old hath been by
word, but at this time it is by deeds,
that is to say, pure deeds must appear
in the Temple of Man, for in words all
men are partners. But pure and holy
deeds belong only to OQur friends.
Strive therefore in your lives to be dis-
tinguished among men by your deeds.
Thus we exhorted you in the holy and
radiant tablet.

76. O SON OF JUSTICE.

At night the beauty of the Immor-
tal One returned to the ’’Sadrat-el-
Montaha,”” from the fair ’’Emerald
Hill of faithfulness,”* and he wept with
such sorrow that the Supreme Con-

course and the Cherubim lamented with’

him. When he was asked the cause of
his affliction he said—""1 was waiting

* See appendiv, The “hill” of tests.
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as commanded upon the hill of faith-
fulness and found no more the fra-
grance of fidelity ascending from the
dwellers of the Earth. Therefore I
returned and made known how the
doves of Holiness were suffering
under the claws of the dogs of the
world.  Thereupon the divine Beauty
hastened, unveiled, from the Spiritual
palace and asked for their names.
All were mentioned save one name.
And when they further insisted, and
the first letter of that name flowed

* forth from the tongue, the occupants

of the heavenly chambers came out in
haste from the retreats of Glory.
When the second letter was pronounced
all dropped prostrate in the dust. Then
issued the Holy Voice from the abode
of Nearness and said, ’’ More than
this is not permitted ’—Verily we
have been witness to that which they
have done and still do at this time.

77. O CHILD OF MY MAIDSERVANT.

Taste the pure water of hidden
meaning from the tongue of the Merci-
ful One. Behold the effulgent light of
the Sun of Explanation from the Rising
Point of Divine Utterance, without
veil or covering. Spread abroad the
seeds of My Innate Wisdom in the pure
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ground of the heart. Water 1t with the
waters of conviction, then shall the
Hyacinths of My Knowledge and wis-
dom spring up verdantly in this goodly
field.

78. O SON OF DESIRE.

How long wilt thou fly in the
atmosphere of thine own self. I granted
thee wings that thou mightest soar in
the atmosphere of holy Realities, and
not :n the air of satanic fancies. I
granted thee a comb that thou mightest
comb My dark locks and not that thou
shouldst wound My throat.
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£ 79. O MY SERVANTS.

E Ye are the trees of My Garden.
E Ye must bear fresh and beautiful {ruit
g that ye yourselves and others may be
& benefited. Therefore is it necessary for
g ye to engage in arts and activities, this
g is the true step to the attainment of
& wealth. O ye discerning ones ! Affairs
% and means result from such causes, and
% the blessing of God shall enrich ye.
& Trees that are fruitless have always
’E been and will only be fit for firing.
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80. O MY SERVANT.

The lowest of men are those who
bear no fruit upon Earth, they are
indeed to be counted as dead; nay, one
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who is dead would be preferred in the
presence of God before those who are

indolent and negligent.

81. O MY SERVANT.

The most worthy are they who toil
and depend for their kindred and
themselves in the love of God, who 1s
Lord of all creatures.

82. O MY ERIENDS.

Extinguish the lamp of error
and kindle the ever burning torch of
guidannce in heart and mind, for in a
little while the Assayer of Being in the
Court of the Presence of the Adored
One will accept naught but pure piety
and receive nothing but holy deeds.

* K ¥ ¥ ¥

The Bride of Inner meanings, who
was concealed behind the veil of words
hath appeared through the divine
favour and the heavenly Bounty like
unto the resplendant rays cf the
Beauty of the Beloved. I testify, O
Friends, that the Bounty has become
complete, the evidence accomplished,
e arguments manifested, and b
reason affirmed. Now what will your
endeavour show from the degrees of
your devotion and severance ? Thus
hath the divine favor been perfected
towards you and unto all who are in
Heaven and the Earth. Praise be unto
God the Lord of all mankind.
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APPENDIX

S ——

The following commentarics are trans-
lated from the various Tablets, given for
the First Edition by Abdul Baia:

QL‘ESTION I.—-No. 20 (Hidden Words
from the Persian). “In the eighth of the
Lines of Holiness, in the Fifth Tablet of
Paradise, He reveals the following:”

No. 37. “In the first line of the Tablet
mentioned before, it is recorded and pre-
served behind the Veil of Divine Protec-
tion.”’

No. 48. “In the third of the Lines of
Holiness, which is contained in the ’Rubv
Tablet,” and recorded with the latent Pen,
it is thus written.”’

ANSWER 1.—These are the Tablets of the
Kingdom written by the Supreme Pen in
the Preserved Tablet, Such Tablets have
not descended from the Realm of the
Kingdom to the earthly world; nay they
are preserved and protected in the in-
visible treasury, If at any time a soul
show such Tablets attributingg them to
God saying that it is the “"Ruby Tablet”’
or the Fifth Tablet of Paradise,’”” it is
without truth.

(Sig.) AxpuL-BAHA.
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ANSWER II. Thig is the Covenant and
Testament which the Blessed Beauty
(BAHA’ULLAH) established  through the
Supreme Pen in the Holy Land under the
shade of the tree of Anissa and which was
promulgated after the ascension,

(Sig.) ABDUL-BAHA.

The following exposition from Abdul
Baha upon the meaning contained in this
verse forms a welcome amplification to his
earlier Tablet. In this verse the terms
“Romman” or “Teman” had been univer-
sally employed by Bahais until the Master’s
attention being drawn to it he declared an
error in orthography had crept in (a small
stroke of the pen being sufficient to alter
the first letter). Subsequent hand written
scripts were then corrected. The word
should be “Zeman” or Time. More
than earthly time is implied. Abdul Baha’s
explanation might be briefly expressed
thus — “The Cause of God” has again been
raised or manifested “in Time” — Out of
timeless Time, Time without beginning or
end, God had established His Covenant
with Man once more “in time and place,”
2.e., Palestine,

QuestioN III.—No. 77. «O Son of Jus.
tice: In the Eve of Beauty, the Temple
of Immorality returned to the Sadrat-el
Montaha from the emerald hill of faith-
fulness,”” etc.
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ANSWER III.—This station, the “emerald
hill,”” according to the terminology of the
honorable Sheik of Ahsa and His Holiness
the Supreme (BAB) (may my spirit be His
sacrifice), is the world of Ghader. This

l‘ . . -
hill is very difficult of passage.

(Sig.) ABDUL-BAHA.

QuesTION IV.—No. 77. “All were men-
tioned save one of the names, and when
they insisted, the first letter of that name
flowed forth from the Tongue, whereupon
the people of upper chambers hurried
forth from their retreats of honour., When
the second letter was mentioned, all drop-
ped down upon the dust, Then came forth
from the Retreat of Nearness the Holy
voice, ""More than this is not permissible.
Verily we were witness to that Which they
have done and are doing at this time.”

ANSWER 1V,—This great name is the
Greatest Name. The Blessed Beauty
(BAEA'U'LLAH) is intended. What we have
to-day are the meanings of two of the let-
ters of the Greatest Name. They are: B
and H.

(Sig.) ABDUL-BAHA.

Verse No. 77. «Sadrat-el-Montaha’’ (the
furthermost Tree) referred to a tree,
planted by the Arabs in ancient times at
the end of a road, to serve as a guide.
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Here it refers to the Manifestations of God
on earth, According to Moslem belief it is
a tree, in the 7th heaven. J.S.

Note.—(The original No. 33 is, accord-
ing to the Persian Script of Cairo, No. 82),
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