
Hieracium Sections 

Stace 3 Key with altered layout; numbers in brackets denote Stace's details section - ver 2016-06-13 
Measurements in brackets represent outliers which may be encountered. 

 
 

1 Stem-leaves 8-many except in dwarfed plants; 
Rosette of leaves usually 0 at flowering 
→ 2 

Stem-leaves 0-8(15); 
Rosette of leaves usually present at flowering 
→ 7 

2 Middle stem-leaves not or scarcely clasping stem at base 
 
→ 3 

Middle stem-leaves distinctly clasping stem at base, though 
often very narrowly so 
→ 5 

3 Leaves all sessile, often linear-lanceolate, ± all of similar 
shape, with recurved margins; 
 
Phyllaries (except innermost) with recurved tips; 
Styles yellow when fresh 
= H. sect. Hieracioides (1) 

Lower leaves petiolate, usually broader than the above, 
middle and upper ones sessile or nearly so, not with recurved 
margins; 
Phyllaries very rarely with recurved tips; 
Styles usually dark when fresh 
→ 4 

4 Stem-leaves rarely <15, often crowded, 
Upper ones with broad rounded bases 
= H. sect. Sabauda (2) 

Stem-leaves usually <15, rarely crowded, 
Upper ones narrowed to base 
= H. sect. Tridentata (4) 

5 Middle stem-leaves slightly constricted just above the broad 
clasping base; 
Peduncles with dense glandular hairs; 
Achenes pale brown 
= H. sect. Prenanthoidea (5) 

Middle stem-leaves not constricted, with narrow clasping 
base; 
Peduncles with 0-few glandular hairs; 
Achenes purplish- or blackishbrown 
→ 6 

6 Stem-leaves c.10-30, 
 the lower ones clasping stem at base to merely sessile; 
Phyllaries sparsely hairy and glandular; 
Ligules glabrous at tip 
= H. sect. Foliosa (3) 

Stem-leaves c.2-10(15), 
 the lower ones subpetiolate; 
Phyllaries moderately hairy and glandular; 
Ligules glabrous or hairy at tip 
= H. sect. Alpestria (6) 

7 Stem-leaves 1-7(12), clasping stem at base 
→ 8 

Stem-leaves 0-8(12), not clasping stem at base 
→ 9 

8 Stem-leaves yellowish-green; 
Plant sticky-glandular 
= H. sect. Amplexicaulia (11) 

Stem-leaves glaucous-green; 
Plant not sticky-glandular 
= H. sect. Cerinthoidea (12) 

9 Stems, leaves and phyllaries with dense, white, patent hairs; 
E Norfolk 
= H. sect. Andryaloidea (13) 

White patent hairs not dense on stems, leaves and phyllaries 
 
→ 10 

10 Leaves with small glandular hairs on margins and sometimes 
on surface; 
Phyllaries usually with shaggy hairs; 
Location almost confined to Sc, N Wa and Lake District 
→ 11 

Leaves without stalked glands; 
 
Phyllaries without shaggy hairs; 
Location widespread 
→ 12 

11 Stem-leaves 0-4, narrow and bract-like; 
Capitula 1(-5); 
Plants to 15(30)cm 
= H. sect. Alpina (15) 

Stem-leaves (0)1-4, usually at least one leaf-like; 
Capitula (1)2-5; 
Plants to 50cm 
= H. sect. Subalpina (14) 

12 Leaves usually bristly at least along margins; 
Phyllaries erect in bud, without dense white stellate hairs 
 
→ 13 

Leaves variously hairy but not bristly; 
Phyllaries incurved in bud, with dense white stellate hairs at 
least on margins 
→ 14 

13 Stem-leaves 2-10(12); 
Basal leaves few (mostly <=4) 
= H. sect. Oreadea (10) 

Stem-leaves 0-1(2); 
Basal leaves numerous 
= H. sect. Stelligera (9) 

14 Stem-leaves 0-2(3); 
Basal leaves numerous 
= H. sect. Hieracium (7) 

Stem-leaves 2-8(15); 
Basal leaves few (commonly 2-4), often withering at flowering 
= H. sect. Vulgata (8) 

 
GLOSSARY 
Achene = the dry, 1-seeded fruit 
Bract = special leaf or scale under a flower 
Capitulum = flower head 
Glabrous = hairless 
Glaucous = bluish-white in colour (rather than green) 
Ligules = the long, thin yellow 'rays' of the flower 
Patent = projecting ± at right-angles 
Peduncle = stalk to a flower group 

Petiolate = having leaf-stalk 
Phyllary = scale-leaves around flower head (under the yellow) 
Recurved = bent back (/down) 
Rosette = circle of base leaves 
Sessile = unstalked 
Stellate = starfish-shaped 
Style = stalk of the female organ between ovary and stigma 
Subpetiolate = having scarcely a leaf-stalk 
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