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may be of those who understand. For all that has come
to pass, for the calamities which have befallen us in

God's right way, we praise Him.

Verily if thou receivest this tablet and understandest

what is written therein, greet our Beloved, and offer

praise before their faces on the part of the Wronged
One, the Stranger.

ADDRESSED BY BEHA ULLAH TO ONE OF HIS SONS

O Zia, be patient in calamity, tranquil at all times,

confident in God. Heed the counsels of the wise, re-

vere God, look with charity upon the mistakes of men.

Follow not after desire, but hasten to God. Be as the

cloud which gives its bounty to all the creatures of the

earth. Have mercy for the guilty, forgive the disobedi-

ent, be steadfast in the Covenant, and firm in the Cause.

Thus commandeth thee the Wronged One.

And again revere God.

He commandeth thee also to keep faith and right-

eousness. Hold fast to these two. And again I say,

Hold fast to these two.

JEWELS OF WISDOM

From the Arabic of Beha Ullah,

Of the Utterances which descended from the Majestic

Might through the tongue of Power and Strength on the

prophets of the past, we have taken the essence and in

the garment of Brevity clothed it. And this is a kind-

ness to the Beloved, that they may be enabled to fulfil

the Covenant of God and to perform in themselves that

which He has entrusted to them, that through the ex-

cellence of devotion, which is of the Spirit, they may

win the Victory.
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O Son of Spirit!

The first Utterance declareth:

Possess a good, pure, and enlightened heart, for

therein is the Kingdom, Eternal, Unpassing, Ancient.

O Son of Spirit!

The best of all to Me is Justice. Cast it not aside if

thou desirest Me. Neglect it not. By it thou wilt be

strengthened to see all things, not with the eyes of men,

but with thine own, to know all things, not by the know-

ledge of any in the world, but of thyself. Upon this

meditate— how thou oughtest to be. The power of dis-

cernment have I given thee. This is My Providence

for thee; keep it ever before thine eyes.

O Son of Man!

I was in My Ancient Essence and My Everlasting

Being. I foreknew My Love for thee; therefore I

created thee and laid upon thee My Likeness and mani-

fested in thee My Beauty.

O Son of Man!

Because thy creation rejoiced Me, therefore I created

thee. Love Me, that I may acknowledge thee and in

the Spirit of Life confirm thee.

O Son of Existence!

Love Me, that thou mayest know My Love for thee.

If thou lovest Me not. My Love can never reach thee.

Know this, O Servant!

O Son of Existence!

Thy rose-garden is My Love, thy paradise is My Near-

ness. Therefore enter in and tarry not.

In My Supreme Majesty, in My Highest Kingdom, it

is this which has been ordained for thee.
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O Son of Humanity!

If thou desirest Me, love not thyself. If thou seekest

My Grace, value not thine own. Thus thou wilt be

transient in Me, but in thee I will be everlasting.

O Son of Spirit!

For thee no peace has been ordained save by turning

from thyself and advancing towards Me. Verily it is

the Law that thy glory is in My Name and not in thine

own; that thy dependence is on My countenance and

not on thine. For verily I am to be beloved above all

that is.

O Son of Existence!

My Love is My Kingdom. Whosoever enters it is

safe; whoever seeks it not is led astray and perishes.

O Son of Truth!

Of My Kingdom art thou; come into it, that thou

mayest attain to Eternal Truth.

My Love is in thee; know it to be thyself, that thou

mayest find Me near.

O Son of Existence!

My Vase thou art; My Light is in thee. Be enlight-

ened by it and seek not any besides Me; for I have

made thee rich and abundantly bestowed My Grace

upon thee.

O Son of Existence!

By the Hand of Power I made thee, by the Fingers of

Strength I created thee, and in thee I placed the essence

of My Light. Therefore depend upon this and upon

naught else; for verily Mine Action is perfect and My
Decree shall prevail. Doubt not this, question it not.
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O Son of Spirit!

I created thee rich. How is it that thou makest thy-

self poor ? I made thee mighty. How is it that thou

holdest thyself cheap ? From the essence of Know-

ledge I brought thee forth. How is it that thou seekest

aught besides Me ? From the clay of Love I kneaded

thee. How is it that thou turnest from Me ?

Direct thy sight to thine own being, that thou mayest

find Me standing in thee, Powerful, Mighty, Supreme.

O Son of Man!

Thou art My Possession, and My Possession will

never be destroyed. How is it that thou fearest thy

destruction ? Thou art My Light, and My Light will

never be extinguished. How is it that thou apprehend-

est thy extinction ? Thou art My Garment, and My
Garment will never be worn out. Therefore rest thou

in thy love for Me, that thou mayest find Me in the

Highest Horizon.

O Son of Truth!

Turn to My Face and withdraw from all else besides

Me; for verily Mine Authority is enduring and will never

end, My Kingdom is eternal and will never be over-

thrown. If thou seekest something besides Me, thou

wilt find it not— yea, even though thou searchest the

universe for ever and ever.

O Son of Light !

Forget all else in Me, be comforted by My Spirit.

This is the essence of My Command; therefore abide in

it steadfastly.

O Son of Man!

Let thy satisfaction be in Me— not in the things of
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the world. Seek no refuge besides Me; for verily there

is naught else that will ever satisfy thee.

O Son of Spirit!

Ask thou not of Me that which I desire not for thee.

Be thou satisfied with what I have ordained to thy

countenance; for that will benefit thee^— if with it thou

art content.

O Son of Divine Wisdom!

I placed in thee a spirit from Me that thou mightest

be My Lover. Why hast thou left Me and sought

another lover ?

O Son of Spirit!

My Right to thee is great and cannot be denied; My
Bounty to thee is ample, and cannot be ignored; My
Love for thee is real and cannot be forgotten; My Light

for thee is shining and cannot be concealed.

O Son of Humanity!

I have ordained for thee from the Tree of Wisdom

the Holiest Fruits. How is it that thou hast turned

from them and been content with what is common ?

Return thou to thy heritage in the Highest Horizon.

O Son of Spirit!

I created thee sublime, but thou hast made thyself

ordinary. Ascend to that for which thou wert created.

O Son of the Unseen Supreme Kingdom!

I beckoned thee to life, but thou preferrest death.

Wherefore hast thou turned from My desire and fol-

lowed thine own will ?

i6
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O Son of Man!
Transgress not the bounds of thy limitation, claim not

for thyself what thou shouldst not claim. Adore the

Countenance of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful.

O Son of Spirit!

Dost thou boast thyself over the poor ? Verily I walk

before them; and I behold thee in thy miserable state

and for ever grieve for thee.

O Son of Existence!

How is it that thou hast forgotten thine own faults, and

occupiest thyself with the shortcomings of My People ?

In that thou doest thus thou condemnest thyself.

O Son of Man!

So long as thou thyself sinnest, breathe not of the sins

of any. If thou violatest this command, of the earth

art thou. To this I bear witness.

O Son of Spirit!

Lay not upon any man what thou wouldest not have

placed against thyself, and promise not what thou wilt

not fulfil. This is My Command to thee; obey it.

O Son of Spirit!

Know verily that he who exhorts men to equity and

himself does iniquity is not of Me, though he bear My
name.

O Son of Man!

Hinder not My servant in whatsoever he may ask of

thee; for his face is My Face, and Me thou must revere.

O Son of Existence!

Ponder well thy deeds each day, as though thou wert

to be judged for them; for verily death cometh to thee,

and then thy deeds will judge thee.
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O Son of the Unseen Spiritual Kingdom!
I made death as glad tidings for thee. How is it that

thou despairest at its approach ? I gave thee enlight-

enment to guide thee. How is it that thou veilest thy-

self from it ?

O Son of Spirit!

The Gospel of Light I herald to thee; gladden thy-

self with it. To the State of Holiness I call thee; enter

its shelter that thou mayest rest for ever.

O Son of Spirit!

The Holy Spirit heralds comfort to thee. How is it

that thou art sorrowful? The Spirit of Command con-

firms thee in the Cause. How is it that thou tarriest ?

The light of My countenance shines before thee. How
is it that thou goest astray ?

O Son of Man!

Be not sorrowful save when thou art far from Me; be

not happy save when thou art returning to Me, when

thou art near Me.

O Son of Man!

Cheer thy heart with delight, that thou mayest be fit-

ted to meet Me and become a mirror of My Splendour.

O Son of Man!

Clothe thy nakedness with the Splendour of My Gar-

ment. Deprive thyself not of thy portion of My Beauti-

ful Fountains, lest thirst possess thee for ever.

O Son of Existence!

Keep My Commands because thou lovest Me. Cut

thyself off from thine own desires, if thou seekest My
Pleasure.
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O Son of Man!

Neglect not My Laws, if thou lovest My Beauty;

forget not My Commandments, if thou desirest My
Blessing.

O Son of Man!

Speed thee to the land of the Supreme Kingdom,

haste to the space of Heaven. Thou wilt not find rest

save in obedience to My Command and in devotion

before My Face.

O Son of Man!
Glorify My Cause, that I may make known to thee the

secrets of My Greatness and shine upon thee with the

Enlightenment which is eternal.

O Son of Man!

Obey Me that I may come to thee. Advance My
Cause that thou mayest be crowned a Victor in the

Kingdom.

O Son of Existence!

Mention Me in Mine Earth that I may mention thee

in My Heaven; that thine eye and Mine Eye may be

content.

O Son of the Throne!

Thy hearing is My Hearing; hear thou with it. Thy
sight is My Sight; see thou with it. Attest for Me in

thine inmost soul a supreme holiness, that I may attest

for thee in Myself an exalted place.

O Son of Existence!

Suffer in My Cause with a joyful heart, receive with

thankfulness that which I have destined for thee; that

thou mayest rest with Me in the tents of Glory behind

the veils of Might.
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O Son of Man!

Consider what it behooves thee to do; act wisely. Is

it dearer to thee to die upon thy bed, or to be martyred

in My Name upon the dust and become the Dawning-

place of My Cause and the Manifestation of My Light

in the highest estate of Paradise? Be wise, O Servant!

O Son of Man!

By my Splendour! Thy will to tinge thy hair with thy

blood is dearer to Me than the two realms of the uni-

verse, than the brilliance of the two Great Lights.

Therefore cherish it, O Servant!

O Son of Man!

To everything there is a sign; and the sign of Love is

patience to endure the trials, the destiny, ordained

by Me.

O Son of Man!
The true lover longs for the test as the rebel for

pardon, as the criminal for mercy.

O Son of Man!

If thou avoidest affliction how canst thou walk in the

hard way of those who are content with that which

pleaseth Me ? If thou fearest lest calamity befall thee

on My Path, how canst thou gain the Enlightenment of

My Splendour ?

O Son of Man !

My Calamity is My Providence. Without, it is fire

and vengeance ; within, it is Light and Mercy. Therefore

welcome it with joy, that thou mayest become Everlasting

Light and an Eternal Spirit. This is my Command ;
know

thou it.
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O Son of Humanity!

If good fortune come to thee, let it not rejoice thee
;

if humiliation overtake thee, mourn not because of it
;

for verily there shall be a time when both shall cease and

be no more.

O Son of Existence!

If thou art stricken with poverty, sorrow not ; for

verily riches shall one day be thine. Fear not abase-

ment, for exaltation shall be thy portion.

O Son of Existence!

If thou lovest the Ancient and Unending Kingdom,
the Unpassing and Eternal Life, turn from this transient

and mortal state.

O Son of Existence!

Let this world not engross thee.

Verily fire is the test of gold; with gold We prove the

hearts of men.

O Son of Man!
Thou desirest gold, but I desire thy separation from it.

Thou hast thought to find thy riches in heaping it to-

gether ; I know that to purify thyself from it is thy

wealth. By My Life ! That is thine imagining, this My
knowledge ; how can thy thought agree with Mine ?

O Son of Man!
Distribute the gold which I have given thee among

My Poor, that thou mayest in Heaven give from the

Treasures of Exaltation which have no end, from the

Stores of Glory which cannot be exhausted.

But by My Life! The sacrifice of thyself is more

glorious, couldst thou behold it with Mine Eye.
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O Son of Humanity!

The temple of thy life is My Throne. Cleanse it

utterly, that I may occupy it.

O Son of Existence!

Thy heart is My House ; sanctify it, that I may enter

it. Thy spirit is an aspect of My Essence
;
purify it for

Mine Appearance.

O Son of Man!

Put thy hand into My Treasury, that I may raise My
Head, shining with brilliancy, from above thy treasures.

O Son of Man!

Ascend to My Heaven that thou mayest come near to

Me, that thou mayest drink from the Pure Wine which

has no likeness—from the Everlasting Cup of Glory.

O Son of Man!

Many are the days that thou occupiest thyself with

the superstitions and imaginings of thy fancy. How long

wilt thou thus sleep upon thy bed ? Lift thy head; for

verily the Sun has arisen and ascended to the zenith,

that He may shine upon thee with the Light of His

Splendour.

O Son of Man!

Enlightenment has come to thee from the Horizon of

the Mount, the Spirit of Holiness has breathed from the

Sinai of thy heart. Therefore cleanse thyself from hin-

drances and imaginings ; enter into the Court that thou

mayest be prepared to meet Me—that thou mayest be

fitted for the Everlasting Life where no trouble, weariness

or death can befall thee.
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O Son of Man!
My Eternity is My Creation and I have created it for

thee ; therefore make it the garment of thy temple. My
Oneness is Mine Invention and I have invented it for

thee ; therefore clothe thyself with it. Thus mayest

thou be the Arising-place of My Omnipresence forever.

O Son of Man!
My Greatness is My Gifts to thee, My Majesty is My

Mercy to thee ; but that which is due to Me none can

realise or comprehend. I have kept it in the treasures

of My Secrets, in the stores of My Mysteries,—as a kind-

ness to My Worshippers and a Mercy to My Creatures.

O Children of the Unseen Essence!

Ye will be hindered from loving Me—your hearts will

be disturbed when I am mentioned, for the mind cannot

grasp Me, the heart cannot encompass Me.

O Son of Splendour!

By My Spirit and by My Providence! By My Mercy
and by My Splendour!

All that which I have made known unto thee by the

Tongue of Might and written for thee with the Pen of

Power, is revealed according to thy place and station, not

according to My Supreme Reality.

O Children of Men!
Know ye why I created ye from one dust ? That

no one should glorify himself over the other, that ye

should always bear in mind the manner of your creation.

Since I have created ye from one substance, it behooves ye

to be as one, walking with common feet, eating with one

mouth, living in one land ; until in your natures and

your deeds the signs of the Unity and the essence of the

Oneness shall appear.



JEWELS OF WISDOM 249

This is My advice to ye, O ye People of Light! Profit

by it, that ye may pluck the fruits of Holiness from the

Trees of Might and Power.

O Children of the Spirit!

Ye are my Treasuries ; for in ye have I stored the

Pearls of my Secrets, the Gems of My Knowledge.

Guard them, lest the unbelievers among My People,

the wicked ones among My Creatures, should discover

them.

O Son of Him Who stands in His own Essence in the

Kingdom of Himself !

Know that I have bestowed the Fragrance of Holi-

ness upon thee, have accomplished the Utterance unto

thee, have perfected all Grace for thee, have willed for

thee what I have willed for Myself. Therefore dwell in

Me with love and gratitude.

O Son of Man!

On the tablet of thy soul write all that I have enjoined

upon thee, with the ink of Light ; and if thou canst not,

write it with ink taken from the essence of thy heart
;

and if still thou canst not, write it with the red ink shed

in My Cause, which verily is dearer to Me than all else;

that its radiance may be confirmed for ever.


