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Account
The brief account left to us of Abdu'l-Baha's visit to this painter, is in Sohrab's Diary for 9 Jan 1913:

At about 11.30 am, the auto which has served us for the last 2 days was present. This time a Miss Watson and a Minister came with the Master. First Our Beloved called on a painter of artistic and imaginative pictures.

He and his wife showed us some of the large paintings. One represented children doing almost all conceivable things, the other depicting the legendary story of Brigdet, another a little child riding on a lion, another a sinner before Christ and many other works. The Master blessed them and they were most pleased.

Then we drove for nine miles to see the greatest engineering feat of Scotland, a bridge, more than one mile long over a river. Having arrived there we came down to look at it. Indeed it is a very colossal affair.

We drove back home and on the way the Master spoke to the Minister, and Miss Watson. She is an artist of considerable ability and the Master praised her much for her keen intelligence and understanding, asking her to read the Bahai writings.

From this description we know that the painter

· was married
· painted large paintings
· was an important painter that people would know; this is obvious not only from the size and general description of the paintings Sohrab gives, but also because generally, Abdu'l-Baha throughout his visits is meeting with people who by being leading figures in their spheres, have a natural influence on many.

· painted artistic and imaginative pictures in a legendary, neo-rennaisance style
· painted a picture of the celtic Saint Bride  and one of "children doing almost all conceivable things"
An email to the Scottish National Gallery with these facts, returned their response that this would possibly be John Duncan RSA RSW (1866-1945) and that they could think of no alternative artist.
John Duncan

With John Duncan in mind, we now look at what we know about him:
· Marriage - He was married (to Christine Allen)

· Style - He was the leading figure in Celtic revival painting, with an unmistakable style that was a hybrid of Celtic Imagery, late Pre-Raphaelite, Byzantine and Symbolism, particularly through myth, legend and biblical scenes, as is perfectly depicted by the paintings Sohrab lists.
· St Bride 1913 - His extraordinary painting of St Bride (Brigdet) was completed in 1913 and exhibited, an exact correlation to Abdu'l-Baha being shown the large painting of St Bride in Jan 1913.

· St Bride associated with him - Some of the only works of fine art depicting Bride are by him.

· The Play Garden - He was painting The Play Garden along with St Bride, and it corresponds exactly to the "children doing almost all conceivable things" (there was an earlier version of the playpark picture that he seemed to be working on simultaneously, called the Child's Garden, and either could have been that one that Abdu'l-Baha saw).
· Strong Baha'i connections to both Husband and Wife - He and his wife were both strongly connected to people heavily devoted to Abdu'l-Baha and the Baha'i Faith:-
· Patrick Geddes was his "guru", who guided his art, opened up posts and provided ventures for him.
· Before marrying him, his wife Christine Allen had been in love with Wellesley Tudor Pole.
· His wife discovered the Chalice in St Bride's Well at Glastonbury that Alice Buckton is so deeply associated with - Alice bought the Chalice Well site in 1912 to further this.
· Archdeacon Basil Wilberforce was also a follower of the his wife's find of the Chalice.

· Theosophical Society and College of Arts - Both he and his wife were members of the Theosophical Society which Abdu'l-Baha addressed that same evening, and he was on the Management Board of the Edinburgh College of Arts, which Abdu'l-Baha visited the day before.
· Journey Planning - John Duncan's House Studio, at 29 Bernard's Crescent in Stockbridge, was en route to their destination of the Forth Road Bridge.
These connections go far beyond merely fulfilling Sohrab's descriptions, but his uniqueness of style and particularly his association with St Bride that he had just painted at the time Abdu'l-Baha was shown it, the fact the National Art Gallery could think of no alternative artist, are added to by a deep web of connections to devotees of the Faith through both husband and wife.









